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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


Elsewhere in this issue of the MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN ap. 
pears the Who's Who for 1948. The list of appointees contains 
some familiar names and a good many new ones. In selecting 
people for committee work, my first aim was to find a suitable 
person for a particular job. I use the word suitable rather 
than best, because there is no such thing as a “best’’ person, 
In the process of selection, I sought and received a great deal 
of advice from past officers of the Association, heads of |j- 
braries, and others, who were in a position to know our mem.- 
bers and their qualifications. All recommendations were 
weighed carefully before a final decision was made. Natur. 
ally, there were limitations on my choice—limitations that 
are not always readily apparent. For many reasons there 
has to be some attempt at a geographical distribution. Against 
this was my personal preference to concentrate particular 
committees in certain areas, so that the members could meet more often with less incon- 
venience to themselves and cost to the Association. Above all, I was eager to bring 
in some new blood. We must constantly be training up a new group to take the place of 
those who have already served long and well. There is no better way to develop initi- 
ative and prepare for leadership than to give people responsibility. 





In sending out invitations to serve on commiitees I had expected to receive a great 
many refusals accompanied by such hallowed excuses as, “I have bought five yoke 
of oxen and must go to prove them.’ To my amazement, only two or three people who 
were asked to serve declined, and they had some reason other than yokes of oxen. 
Such a satisfactory response from our members deserves special mention. 


Now that you know the personnel of all committees, do not delay in writing to the 
chairmen, giving your suggestions as to the work which committees ought to undertake 
for the coming year, and your ideas as to how the projects suggested may best be car- 
ried out. The Nominations Committee, in particular, needs your recommendations as 
to candidates for the next election. The Conference Committee will welcome sugges- 
tions as to the 1948 annual meeting. If ycu know of librarians who ought to be M. L. 
A. members but are not, put the Membership Committee on their track. 


The Executive Board at its meeting on November | decided to hold the next an- 
nual meeting of the Association at the Statler Hotel in Detroit on October 8, 9, and 10, 
1948. 


The Board had hoped that it would be possible this year to engage an executive 
secretary who would relieve the officers of part of their responsibilities and in other 
respects contribute to the work of the Association. With regret the Board has concluded 
that there is neither a likely candidate in sight nor the money with which to pay one. 
For the time being, at least, an executive secretary will have to remain a dream. 


Some duties which might have been performed by an executive secretary will be 
distributed among the committees; and to encourage and help those committees the 
Board has decided to support them financialiy to the limit of our ability. Any com- 
mittee, section, or district that has a project worth while and well thought out will get 
a sympathetic hearing. At the next meeting of the Board and the Council on December 
4, each committee chairman will state and explain the plans of his committee for the 
coming year. Again let me urge you—write to the committee chairmen. Keep them 
stirred up. 


Hobart Coffey 


. The Michigan Librarian 
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M. L. A. 56th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 





Blaney Park, September 17-20, 1947 


The Michigan Library Association held 
its 56th annual conference at Blaney Park, 
September 17-20, 1947. For the 250 mem- 
bers who made the trip to the Upper Pen- 
insula to attend this year’s meeting, it can 
be said that Northern Michigan's “Lure 
Book”’ came alive. 


Blaney Park, in itself, offers a unique 
setting. Once the site of an old lumber 
camp, it is now a modern resort for sport 
lovers and outdoor enthusiasts. Compris- 
ing 33,000 acres of lakes, streams and for- 
est, with a bird and game sanctuary, it is 
an ideal recreation center. 


Some Conference visitors were housed 
in resident-type hotels, but the majority 
found accomodations in the comfortably 
equipped separate cottages. Fire places 
generously stocked with birch logs pro- 
vided a cheery atmosphere for cool even- 
ings. The Lodge, where book exhibits 
were arranged, served as the center for 
friendly gatherings. The nearby Play- 
house was used for Section meetings. 


General sessions of the Association 
were held in the beautiful rustic dining 
room of the Inn. There too, were served 
the never-to-be-forgotten meals of lumber- 
jack proportions which evoked the con- 
tinual enthusiasm and wonderment of all 
visitors. 


Conference Opens 


Dinner at 6:30 on Wednesday evening, 
marked the official opening of the Con- 
ference. Mr. Donald W. Kohlstedt, Presi- 
dent presided. Informality was declared 
the keynote of the meeting and sport 
clothes were the order of the day. The 
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first evening had been designated “Paul 
Bunyan Evening” in keeping with the lore 
of the locality. Mr. Stanley Newton, au- 
thor of ‘Paul Bunyan of the Great Lakes”, 
was the principal speaker. The great, 
great, great grandson of Paul Bunyan was 
on hand in the person of Jack ‘Bunyan’ 
Mahar, to regale the guests with many a 
tall tale of his fabulous ancestor. 


Business Session 


The first general business meeting of 
the Association was held at 10:00 o'clock 
Thursday morning, with President Kohl- 
stedt presiding. In order to streamline this 
meeting, the President's report, as well all 
commitiee reports, had been mimeograph- 
ed in advance and a copy given to each 
member upon registering. Thus, each 
member was given ample opportunity to 
read the reports and be prepared to dis- 
cuss them at the meeting. This proved to 
be a welcome innovation, as it relieved 
the tedium of sitting through the reading 
of many reports and allowed time for dis- 
cussion of various committee recommen- 
dations. 


Among committee reccomendations 
brought up for discussion, the following 
were noteworthy: 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE Ann Bal- 
lou, Chairman, recommended (1) That the 
Revised State Aid Bill receive further con- 
sideration and revision by the member- 
ship of M. L. A.; (2) That revisions be 


made in the formula of the Revised State 
Aid Bill relative to the dispensation and 
administration of the State Aid Funds; (3) 
That these revisions reflect a study of ac- 
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M. L. A. CONFERENCE 


tual conditions rather than a superimposed 
pattern made to order for a community 
which it might not fit. 


PLANNING COMMITTEE, Eleanor Hill- 
man, Chairman. This committee had out- 
lined an ambitious program which, in the 
absence of the Chairman, was offered for 
discussion by De Lyle Runge as follows: 
(1) That the administration of each library 
be urged to have every staff member 
spend a minimum of one day each year 
on library time: A—Attending one pro- 
fessional meeting. B—Or visiting one oth- 
er library outside his own system. (2) 
That the Association inaugurate a series 
of annual three day institutes (held in con- 
junction with one of the larger colleges or 
universities as co-sponsoring agency) on 
human relations which is not limited to 
the treatment of administrative or technical 
work. (3) All colleges with library train- 
ing have open house for one day for A— 
Librarians, B—Students interested in li- 
brary work. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE, 
Charles M. Mohrhardt, Chairman. In the 
interest of the Library Demonstration Bill 
(S48, H2465) it was recommended that 
each member of M. L. A. talk or write to 
the Senators or Congressmen from his 
district urging passage of the Bill. The 
committee is prepared to furnish material 
to help with interviews or letters. 


RECRUITING COMMITTEE, Alice Lou- 
ise Le Fevre, Chairman. During the past 
year the efforts of this committee. were 
directed toward a widespread dissemina- 
tion of information about librarianship as 
a career. High schools all over the State 
were contacted and interviews were ar- 
ranged in a number of communities. Be- 
cause of the gratifying results and because 
of the apparent need for this type of activ- 
ity, it was recommended that a similar 
recruitment program be continued. 


The President read a letter from Gover- 
nor Sigler announcing the reappointment 
of Mrs. George Hunter, of St. Johns, to the 
State Board for Libraries. 


It was unanimously voted by the mem- 
bership at this meeting, to extend an Hon- 
orary life membership in the Michigan 
Library Association to Mrs. Alice O. Par- 
ker, of Gladwin. This action was taken 
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in recognition of the outstanding contriby. 
tion Mrs. Parker has made to the Associg. 
tion through her activities in the promotion 
and organization of the Trustees Section 
of M. L. A. 

A meeting in the Playhouse Thursday 
afternoon, was devoted to a discussion of 
“The Kalamazoo Plan of the Great Books 
Program.” Miss Lois Ingling, of the Kala. 
mazoo Public Library, was discussion 
leader. Her delineation of this plan ap. 
pears elsewhere in this issue. 


The banquet on Thursday evening was 
in charge of the Trustees Section. Mr. W. 
C. Cameron, Superintendent of Schools, 
Gladstone, acted as toastmaster. Mr, 
Cameron's gay humor created an atmos- 
phere of congeniality and fun for the even- 
ing. 

The speaker on that occasion was Mr. 
T. V. Smith, Professor of Philosophy Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Speaking on the sub- 
ject Discipline for Democracy”, Mr. Smith 
outlined the basic concept of this discip- 
line as threefold: a striving for beauty, 
truth and goodness. With a keen sense 
of the dramatic and an incomparable flair 
for the rhetorical, he held the concentrated 
attention of his audience as few speakers 
are able to do. 

Miss Alice Le Fevre, the newly elected 
Vice-President of M. L. A., presided at the 
general meeting on Friday evening. She 
presented Miss Helen Ferris, Editor-in-chief, 
Junior Literary Guild as speaker. Miss 
Ferris, who had as her topic ‘History 
Came Alive in Our Town”, told of the 
project carried out by the seventh grade 
students in North Salem, N. Y. in the 
course of their social science studies. They 
compiled a history of their town and pub 
lished, first a booklet, then a real book. 

The final gathering of the Conference 
was on Saturday morning. Mr. Kenneth 
C. Reeves, Public Relations Counsel, At 
lantic and Pacific Tea Co., Detroit, discuss- 
ed "Public Relations Techniques.’ Since 
his activities lie outside the field of library 
work, he dealt in generalities. His talk 
stimulated a short question period. The 
Conference closed after the presentation 
of the officers for the forthcoming year. 
NOTE: Copies of the mimeographed committe? I* 

ports are available for M. L. A. members. 


Write Mr. D. W. Kohlstedt, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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Adult Education Section. 
The second annual meeting of the Adult 
Education Section was held on Friday 
morning, September 17, in the Blaney Park 


Playhouse. By-laws which had been 
drawn up for the group, were submitted. 
Action was taken and the by-laws were 
accepted. 

A report from the Adult Education meet- 
ing held during the San Francisco con- 
ference stated that the need for an A. L. A. 
consultant in adult education has been re- 
peatedly expressed. A motion was made 
and seconded, that a letter be sent from 
the section to A. L. A. requesting that an 
adult education consultant be added to 
the staff of A. L. A. The motion was de- 
feated. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
section address a letter to the Michigan 
State Board for Libraries requesting that 
an adult education consultant be added 
to the State Library staff as soon as it is 
financially feasible. The motion carried. 

The nominating committee submitted 
the slate of officers for the coming year 
and all candidates were declared unani- 
mously elected. 

A demonstration program planners in- 
stitute followed. Under the direction of 
Mr. Otto Yntema, of Western Michigan 
College, a demonstration symposium, fol- 
lowed by open forum discussion was pre- 
sented. The subject was Prejudice. The 
symposium participants were: 

Mrs. Gladys Fowle, Grand Rapids. 
Miss Dorothy Hiatt, McComb County. 
Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, East Tawas. 
Mr. John Lorenz, Lansing. 

Mr. William Smith, Battle Creek. 

After the forum discussions, in which 
everyone participated, Mr. Yntema point- 
ed out some 2>f the techniques used in the 
demonstration and sugaesied further 
adult education techniques etfective in 
public meetings. 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS SECTION 

On Friday morning, September 19th, a 
short business meeting of the Children’s 
Librarians Section was held in the Blaney 
Park Lodge. Miss Kathleen Cann, chair- 
man of the section, presided. 

Following the business meeting there 
was a discussion led by Miss Cann, on 
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SECTION MEETINGS 


the format of children's books. Miss Helen 
Ferris, with her wide editorial experience, 
contributed interesting and helpful views 
on the subject. 

Miss Marian Young, Director of Work 
with Children, Detroit Public Library, 
touched briefly on the San Francisco Con- 
ference and commented on some of the 
books for children. published during the 
last six months. Her critical analysis of 
these recent titles gave practical guidance 
to those purchasing children's boks for 
small libraries. 


REFERENCE SECTION 

Members of the Reference Section of M. 
L. A. met Thursday, September 18, 1947 
in Room 23 of the Lodge at Blaney Park. 
Miss Katharine Harris, Chairman, present- 
ed Mr. Bill Kemsley, Education Director, 
Michigan C. I. O. Council who gave a 
very challenging talk on ‘What the 
Unions Want from the Public Library in 
Reference Services.’’ Mr. Kemsley sug- 
gested a close working together of the C. 
I. O. and the library. Mr. Dan King, Chief 
of the Reference Department, Grand Rap- 
ids Public Library, outlined ways of tying 
in library service with the unions. Miss 
Gloria Kanieki humorously described in- 
formation services from a county book- 
mobile. 

The Michigan Newspaper Directory 
project which is being undertaken by the 
section, in cooperation with the Michigan 
Historical Commission, was explained by 
John Lorenz. By-laws were adopted for 
the section, and officers were elected for 
the coming year. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


A meeting of the School Libraries Sec- 
tion was held in the Playhouse at Blaney 
Park, Friday afternoon, September 19, 
1947. 

The importance of the elementary school 
library in modern education was stressed 
by Mr. Richard J. Hurley, of the Depart- 
ment of Library Science, University of 
Michigan, in his address before the mem- 
bers of this section. Mr. Hurley stated that 
an inventory should be made of elemen- 
tary school libraries in Michigan and that 
new standards should be set up for them 
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and publicized at meetings and institutes 
of such groups and organizations as the 
Michigan Education Association and the 
Schoolmasters Club. 


Among the points stressed in his talk 
were these: in evaluating elementary 
school libraries, the size of the collection, 
the management of the library, and its 
relation to the public library should be 
studied; the problem of the classroom 
library must be considered and centraliz- 
ed libraries must be set up; high school 
libraries have responsibility for the estab- 
lishment and development of elementary 
school libraries; the tools of modern ¢du- 
cation are in the library and the key per- 
son in the program of modern education 
is the trained librarian. 


TRUSTEES SECTION 


The Trustees held two meetings on Fri- 
day, September 18, 1947 in the Blaney 
Park Playhouse. 

Mrs. Gertrude Kunze of East Tawas, 
First Vice-Chairman, presided at the morn- 
ing session. In the absence of the regular 
secretary, Mrs. A. M. Gilbert of Escanaba, 
served in that capacity. 

The nominating committee presented 
the slate of officers. A motion by Mrs. 
Parker was seconded and carried, that a 
unanimous ballot be cast for the entire 
slate. Several amendments were made 
to the by-laws of the section. 

Miss Marion Packard, of San Francisco, 
whose efforts were largely responsible 
for the existence of the Michigan Trustees 
Section spoke briefly about the San Fran- 
cisco meeting, stating that she felt the 
Michigan trustees “stole the show”. 

The session ended with a panel discus- 
sion on ‘The Place of the Library and the 
Trustees in Adult Education.” Members 
of the panel were as follows: 

Charles Follo, Escanaba, chairman. 

Nell Canfield, Ironwood. 

Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library. 

Otto Yntema, Kalamazoo Library Board. 

Helen Warner, State Board for Libraries. 

The discussion resulted in the following 
conclusions: Librarians and library trus- 
tees are failing in adult education; we 
need to improve our salesmanship; we 
should make more effort to get the material 
into the hands of people, which they need 
to meet their problems; the library trustee 
should be the contact in the community 
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for extending library service to meet these 
aims. The need for more democratic 
boards representing a cross-section of the 
community was also stressed. 

Miss Nell Canfield presided at the after. 
noon session. She introduced the speaker, 
Mr. James J. Weadock, of Lima, Ohio, 

Mr. Weadock is a past-president of the 
Trustees section of A. L. A. and last year, 
at the Buffalo Conference was awarded 
a citation for distinguished service as q 
library trustee. He reported on the crisis 
of the Ohio libraries, and the legislative 
steps which have been taken to re-codify 
the library laws to provide tax income for 
the support of their libraries. Ohio librar- 
ies are organized on a county-district bas- 
is. 

Mrs. Parker, Michigan trustee delegate 
to the national convention in San Francis- 
co, reported briefly on the meeting there. 
She re-affirmed an earlier statement that 
Michigan's delegation stood out, and add- 
ed that trustee problems seem about the 
same in all sections of the country. 

During a brief business meeting, a mo- 
tion was made and carried, that a com- 
mittee be appointed to study trustees dues 
in the M. L. A. and report at the next an- 
nual meeting. 


vor WEEKS 


It takes only a few 


DAYS 


to receive standard library sup- 
plies from Gaylord’s! Why? Be- 
cause the day we receive your 
order, the supplies are shipped. 
That means fast work in the plant. 
but we do it every day that's 
Gaylord’s service. 


| Send your next order to Gaylords’ 








for quality supplies and fast, de- 
pendable delivery. 


GAYLORD BROS.., Inc. 


+ 
Library Supplies 
Stockton, Calif. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
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ough tests with 800 pupils in three 
elementary schools. 
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Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 

Educational Department 113-M 

20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Illinois 
Gentlemen: Please send me (without obliga- 
tion) full information about the new “‘M Print- 
ing” of Britannica Junior. 
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BACKGROUND TO CURRENT PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 
IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


By Cecil J. McHale 
Associate Professor of Library Science, University of Michigan 


Since the first World War public librari- 
anship has given serious thought to a 
number of distinct problems of library 
service and operation. Among them can 
be enumerated, upon which great stress 
has been laid at one time or another the 
following: improvement of apparatus, both 
bibliographical and physical; liberalizing 
and extending public service; adult edu- 
cation; administrative organization; public 
relations; building design and construct- 
ion; planning and the setting of standards 
and objectives. These all persist as prob- 
lems incompletely solved, and will persist 
as long as public libraries remain. 

If, however, one were to name one sub- 
ject of the most pressing and poignant 
concern—of the past decade, certainly— 
one would not hesitate in naming that of 
personnel. The profession, with consider- 
able help from the outside, in the past few 
years has done more prayerful and, one 
may say, constructive thinking on this 
one subject than in all the rest of library 
history put together. 

The library personnel problem is of a 
piece with the problem of personnel rela- 
tions and management of practically all 
organized enterprise. This fact is: becom- 
ing apprehended by the library profession, 
but tardily and as yet too slowly. To be 
sure, managing librarians have from the 
beginning been occupied with hiring and 
firing, fixing rates of pay, placement, pro- 
moting, and training; and library literature 
bears witness to this preoccupation. But 
too exclusively has it been on a basis of 
day-by-day expediency and as “between- 
me-and-ihee”’. 

While business and industry and gov- 
ernment have for many years given seri- 
ous study to the problem, it was only upon 
the publication of the still valuable ‘’Tel- 
ford Report,’ so-called, of 1927 (Proposed 
Classification and Compensation of Li- 
brary Positions, issued by the Bureau of 
Public Personnel, in Washington) that li- 
brarians saw formal recognition of the 
scientific aspects of the problem. Twelve 
years intervened before the publication 
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of the American Library Association's 
epochal Classification and Pay Plans for 
Public Libraries. In the same year ap 
peared Clara W. Herbert's primer, Per. 
sonnel Administration for Public Libraries, 
and the University of Chicago Library In- 
stitute’s Current Problems in Library Ad- 
ministration, which was devoted in part to 
the subject of personnel. 


In 1939, the year of the A.L.A. publi- 
cation and of the other two publications 
named, the number of public libraries 
operating under a bona fide classification 
and pay plan could conveniently be 
counted on the fingers of two hands, with 
a few fingers left over. And this situation 
did not change markedly until, during the 
last year or so of the late War, competi- 
tion for recruits to woefully undermanned 
staffs, as well as competition to hold staff 
members still on the job, became so des- 
perate that libraries commenced adopting 
classification and pay plans out of sheer 
self-defense as employment enducements. 
The fact that the military forces the Li- 
brary of Congress, and other government 
al and industrial agencies were making 
highly attractive overtures to librarians by 
means of widely publicized and carefully 
prepared job descriptions bolstered by 
position-classification and, until then, un- 
heard-of pay scales, gave further impetus 
to what was becoming a strong movement. 
Within the past two or three years literally 
scores of libraries have adopted and ad 
vertised to the world such plans. 

The intrusion of civil service into the 
Federal government in the early ‘80's was 
from the outset bitterly resisted. Its simi- 
lar intrusion into municipal government 
and, later, into county and state govern- 
ment has likewise encountered resistence. 
Many times opposition has come from 
chief public librarians, who traditionally 
and understandably valued their freedom 
from political and other ‘outside’ inter 
ference but who in not a few instances— 
as far as the status and compensation ol 
themselves and their staffs were concern- 
ed—had little to lose but their chains. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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Civil service, to be sure, has not proved 
in every library to be an unalloyed bless- 
ing; most of its shortcomings, however, 
are not necessarily implicit in the system 
but rather in its local application. In any 
event, it is here to stay and with it a 
steadily improving approach to personnel 
organization and administration. The re- 
cent pamphlet issued by the A.LA., 
Civil Service and Libraries (1947), is a con- 
cise survey and appraisal of the subject 
as of the present time. Nor have our 
formal educational establishments been 
untouched by the merit system which civil 
service sets itself up to be: our public 
schools and even our universities bear 
witness to the increasing attention paid 
to tenure, to salary schedules, to super- 
annuation, to service rating, and to many 
elements of position classification. 

Firmly imbedded in institutional pro- 
vision for personnel is the necessity for 
the assessment of function and particular- 
ly of specific activities by means of the 
job analysis. Very few libraries indeed 
have embarked ab initio upon a complete 
analysis of activities based on the job 
unit and thence constructed from the 
ground up a classification plan. But sev- 
eral have done this partially, and the 
greater number have adapted pilot plans 
and schedules to their own purposes. 

One of the most valuable existing publi- 
cations on the subject of library job analy- 
sis is the study made in thirty-seven 
co-operating public libraries and reported 
in Library Costs and Budgets, by Emma 
V. Baldwin and William E. Marcus (1941). 
In spite of the fact that this represents an 
attempt to determine costs of certain oper- 
ations and to evaluate services, the pro- 
cedure followed involved of necessity 
more or less careful and systematic analy- 
sis of job units. 

A logical by-product of job analysis 
and grading of positions is the differentia- 
tion of clerical aspects of library operation 
from the professional aspects for which 
a higher degree of general education and 
specialized training is demanded. While 
the need for such differentiation has long 
been admitted by librarians, the profession 
is only now beginning to see the first seri- 
ous steps to give it effect. It is not beyond 
the realm of wild surmise that the very 
future of librarianship as an esteemed and 
attractive profession will depend on the 
Success with which this is accomplished. 


December, 1947 





MAKING BOOKS 
"Making Books,” a 16 mm. sound teach- 
ing film which shows the entire process of 
book production from manuscript to bound 
volumes, has been released by Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica Films. 


The new film takes its place with other 
EBF films on primary social studies pro- 
duced to give children a visual idea of the 
technological processes involved in the 
production of things they see and use 
every day, such as ’’Milk,” “Bread,” and 
“Making Shoes,’”’ other recent EBF social 
studies films. ‘Making Books” while de- 
signed basically for primary school child- 
ren, can also be used in the middle grades 
and at higher school levels where know- 
ledge of the manufacture of books is 
needed. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Films’ cam- 
eramen shot the sequences for ‘Making 
Books” at the Country Life Press in Gar- 
den City, New York. The film was pre- 
pared in collaboration with Luther A. 
Evans, Ph.D. of the Library of Congress 
to assure its educational and technical ac- 
curacy. A. Milton Runyan, vice-president 
of the Country Life Press, and his techni- 
cal advisors cooperated in the photograph- 
ing of the film. The Garden City plant 
was selected because of its modern equip- 
ment, spaciousness and the arrangements 
of its departments which provided good 
sequences for the film. 

From author's manuscript to finished 
book, the film explains every process in 
the printing plant which is carried out. The 
camera shows how a linotype machine 
operates, how the type is secured in 
chases and how copper plates are pro- 
duced, trimmed and placed on the presses. 

As the presses start in operation the 
camera shows 128 pages being printed at 
one time, coming off the press and being 
cut, folded, gathered, sewed, glued, trim- 
med and bound into finished volumes. 

The modern machines used io trim 
pages, glue cloth covers on paper binding 
boards and to gather pages in the right 
sequences are clearly shown in the close- 
up views in the film. 

Like other Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Films in the social studies series, Making 
Books” is a one-reel 16 mm. black and 
white sound film. It is available for sale 
or rental by schools, groups or individuals 
from Encyclopaedia Britannica Films 20 
North Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Illinois. 
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THE 1948 WHO'S WHO 


Among Michigan Librarians 


The Michigan Library Association 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, Univers- 
ity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

First Vice-President: Alice Louise LeFevre, Western 
Michigan College of Education, Kalamazoo. 
Second Vice-President: Dena Babcock, Menominee 

County Library, Menominee. 


Secretary: Dorothy 
son. 


Dowsett, Public Library, Jack- 


Treasurer: Mary Marjorie Smith, Wayne Univers- 
ity Library, Detroit, 1. 

Past President: Donald W. Kohlstedt, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 

Members-at-Large: Irving Lieberman, 
State Library, Lansing 13. 
Trustees Group: Mrs. Gertrude L. 
East Tawas. 


DISTRICT OFFICERS 


District 1— Counties of Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, 
Branch, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun. 


Michigan 


Kunze, 


Chairman: Gertrude Van Zee, Kalamazoo College 
Library, Kalamazoo. 

Vice-Chairman: Lavera 
Albion. 

Secretary: Melba Pearson, Van Buren County Li- 
brary, Paw Paw. 


Trask, Public Library, 


District 2—Counties of Hillsdale, Lenawee, Monroe, 
Jackson, Washtenaw. 

Chairman: H. Glenn Fitch, Hillsdale College Li- 
brary, Hillsdale. 
Vice-Chairman: Jean Lentz, Public Library Jackson. 
Secretary: Mamie J. Ingram, Elementary School 
Librarian, Board of Education, Jackson. 
District 3—Counties of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, 
Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair. 

Chairman: Walter H, Kaiser, Wayne County Li- 
brary, Detroit 8. 

Vice-Chairman: Josephine A. Smith, Fordson High 
School, Dearborn. 

Secretary: Dorothy Hagbery, Conely Branch, De- 
troit Public Library. 

District 4—Counties of Allegan, Barry, 
Kent, Ionia, Muskegon, Mortcalm. 
Chairman: Mrs. Majel Reed, Alvah N. Belding 

Library, Belding. 
Vice-Chairman: Elizabeth Dawson, 
Heights Junior H. S., Muskegon. 
Secretary: Thomas E. Davies, Hall-Fowler Me- 
morial Library, Ionia. 


Ottawa, 


Muskegon 


District 5—Counties of Eaton, Ingham, Livingston, 
Clinton, Shiawassee, Saginaw, Tuscola, Sanilac, 
Bay, Huron. 

Chairman: Alice Pearsall, Handy Junior H.S. Lib., 
Bay City. 


10 


Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Alma 
brary, East Lansing. 


Huggins, Public Li. 

Secretary: Mrs. Pauline Sergent, Public Library, 
Vassar. : 

District 6— Counties of Oceana, Newago, Mecosta, 
Isabella, Midland, Mason, Lake, Osceola, Clare, 
Gladwin, Arenac, Manistee, Wexford, Miss- 
aukee, Roscommon, Ogemaw, losco, Benzie, 
Leelanau, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Craw- 
ford, Oscoda, Alcona, Antrim, Otsego, Mont- 
morenci, Alpena, Presque Isle, Charlevoix, Em- 
met, Cheboygan. 


Chairman: Ethel Sauer, Public Library, Fremont. 


Vice-Chairman: Eleanor Hillman, Public Library, 
Ludington. 


Secretary: Mrs. Josephine Hall, Public Library, 
Manton. 
District 7—Counties of Gogebic, Iron, Dickinson, 


Menominee, Delta, Schoolcraft, Mackinac, On- 
tonagon, Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga, Mar- 
quette, Alger, Luce, Chippewa (Upper Penin- 
sula Library Association). 


Chairman: Frances Meade, Carnegie Public Li- 
brary, Ironwood. 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Edna_ Paulson, Bessemer 


Township Library, Ramsey. 
Secretary: Ida Turcotte, Carnegie Public Library, 
Ironwood, 


ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The Council is made up of the chairman of the 
districts and standing committees. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Legislative Committee 
Chairman: Virginia Summers, Public Library, Lan- 
sing 15. (1949) 
Ann Ballou, Public Library, Bay City. (1948) 
Mrs. Blanche Bates, Elsie. (1949) 
Walter H. Kaiser, Wayne County Library, Detroit 


8. (1948) 

Mrs. Aileen Lindbert, Lenawee County Library, 
Adrian. (1948) 

Robert Orr, Branch County Library, Coldwater. 
(1949) 


Mrs. Alice O. Parker, Trustee, Gladwin. (1948) 
Mrs. Nancy B. Thomas, Carnegie Public Library, 
Escanaba. (1948) 


Mrs, Marian K. Wilcox, McGregor Public Library, 
Highland Park 3. (1949) 


Mrs. Margaret M. Wiley, Michigan State College, 
East Lansing. (1948) 


Arthur Yabroff, Public Library, Detroit 2. (1949) 
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Membership Committee 


Chairman: Mrs. Jessie Mae Sanderson, Wayne 
County Library, Detroit 8. (1948) 

Mrs. Ruth Abrams, Public Library, Grand Rapids 
2. (1948) 

Dorotha Dawson, Division of Instruction, Detroit 
Public Schools, Detroit 1. (1949) 

Janet Teale, Public Library, Kalamazoo. (1949) 

Ruth Wittbecker, Mason County Library, Luding- 
ton. (1948) 

Helen L. Good, Public Library, Flint. (1949) 


Planning Committee 


Chairman: Alta Parks, Ingham County Library, 
Mason. (1948) 

Dorothy E. Hiatt, Macomb County Library, Mount 
Clemens. (1949) 

Eleanor Hillman, Public Library, Ludington. (1948 ) 

Mrs. Lillian Navarre, Monroe -County Libsary, 
Monroe. (1949) 

Evelyn Parks, State Library, Lansing 13. (1949) 

DeLyle P. Runge, Public Library, Grand Rapids 
2. (1948) 


Public Relations Committee 


Chairman: Clover Flanders, University of Michigan 
Extension Library, Detroit. (1949) 

Marie Duesenberg, Willard Library, Battle Creek. 
(1949) 

Dorothy Hansen, Michigan State Library, Lansing 
13. (1949) 

Adele D. Ewell, General Library, University of 
Michigan. (1949) 


Publications Committee 


Chairman: Mrs. Cecilia M. Zalewski, Detroit Pub- 
lic Library, Detroit 2. (1949) 

Mrs. Helen Boothe, Public Library, Wyandotte. 
(1948 ) 

Fred L, Dimock, General Library, University of 
Michigan. (1949) 

Irving Lieberman, State Library, Lansing 13. (1948) 

Katherine Madigan, (ex officio) Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 

Walter K. Halsted, (ex officio) Wayne County Li- 
brary, Detroit 8. 


Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee 


Chairman: Florence Kretzchmar, Public Library, 
Detroit 2. (1948) 

Thomas E. Davies, Hall-Fowler Memorial Library, 
Ionia. (1949) 

John Lorenz, State Library, Lansing 13. (1948) 


Scholarship Committee 


Chairman: F. L. D. Goodrich, William L. Clements 
Library, University of Michigan. (1948) 
Elizabeth Baker, Public Library, Ferndale 20. 
(1949) 

Mrs. Grace Burgett, State Library, Lansing 13. 
(1949) 

Nina K. Preston, 1316 Washtenaw Avenue, Ann 
Arbor. (1948) 

Margaret Smith, General Library, University of 
Michigan. (1948) 

Dr. Lawrence $. Thompson, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. (1948) 
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THE MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN 

Editor-in-Chief: Katherine Madigan, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 

Associate Editors: Alta Parks, Ingham County Li- 
brary, Mason. 

DeLyle P. Runge, Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 

Business and Advertising Manager: Walter K. Hal- 
sted, Wayne County Library, Detroit 8. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
Auditing Committee 
Chairman: Francis Scannell, Public Library, De- 
troit 2. 
Robert W. Armstrong, Public Library, Detroit 2. 


Conference Committees 
Program Committee 

Chairman: Marian Young, Public Library, Detroit 
9 

Mrs. Louise T. Owens, Carnegie Public Library, 
Escanaba. 

Melba Pearson, Van Buren County Library, Paw 
Paw. 

G. Flint Purdy, Wayne University, Detroit 1. 

Melitta E. Roemer, Public Library, Grosse Pointe. 

Agnes Tysse, General Library, University of 
Michigan. 

Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, Grand 
Rapids 9. 

Local Arrangements 

Chairman: Benjamin A. Custer, Public Library, 
Detroit 2. 

Cecelia Hoffman, Public Library, Detroit 2. 

Mrs. Norma B. McDonald, Public Library, Detroit 
9 


Constitution Committee 


Chairman: Charlotte C. Dunnebacke, State Library, 
Lansing 13. 

Merrill M. Jones, Michigan State College, East 
Lansing. 

Kenneth C. Knight, Lansing Public Library, Lan- 
sing 15. 


Elections Committee 


Chairman: Roger Schwenn, 807 Oakwood Place, 
Ann Arbor. 

Marion Patch, General Library, University of 
Michigan. 


Federal Relations Committee 
(Set up under the national plan) 
Chairman: Charles M. Mohrhardt, Public Library, 
Detroit 2. 
Publicity Chairman: Catherine Haughey, Public Li- 
brary, Detroit 2. 
Representing the State Library: Irving Lieberman, 
State Library, Lansing 13. 
Representing M. L. A.: Hobart R, Coffey, Law Li- 
brary, University of Michigan. 


Nominating Committee 

Chairman: Sarita Davis, University Elementary 
School, Universit? of Michigan. 

District 1—Maureen Fisher, Public Library, Niles. 

District 2—F.R. Harrell, Museums Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan. 

District 3—Kathleen Cann, Public Library, De- 
troit 2. 

District 4—Mrs. Majel Reed, Alvah N. Belding 
Library, Belding. 
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District 5—Mabel Fulton, State Library, Lansing 13. 

District 6—Alice M. Wait, Public Library, Trav- 
erse City. 

District 7—Margaret Dundon, Carnegie Public Li- 
brary, Ishpeming. 


Recruiting Committee 


Chairman: Martha Schoeneberger, Van Buren 
County Library, Paw Paw. 

Mrs. Helen Brockway, State Library, Lansing 13. 

Mrs. Ellenor Rohrbach, Pershing High School, De- 
troit 12. 

Elinor Yungmire, W. K. Kellogg Junior High 
School, Battle Creek. 


Joint Committee to Study Library Laws 
Appointed by the Michigan State Board for Libraries 
Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2. 

Charlotte Dunnebacke, State Law Library, State 
Capito!, Lansing. 

Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, State Library, Lansing 13. 

Louise Rees, State Library, Lansing 13. 
Appointed by Michigan Library Association 

Ann Ballou, Public Library, Bay City. 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan. 

Donald W. Kohlstedt, Public Library, Grand Rap- 
ids 2. 

Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, Trustee, East Tawas. 

Alice L. LeFevre, Western Michigan College of 
Education, Kalamazoo. 

Irving Lieberman, State Library, Lansing 13. 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit 2. 

Eudocia Stratton, Michigan School for the Blind, 

Virginia Summers, Public Library, Lansing 15. 


Advisors 

Douglas Clapperton, Attorney General’s Depart- 
ment, State Capitol, Lansing. 

Stephen Clink, Judge of Probate Court, Muskegon. 

Dr. A, J. Phillips, Michigan Education Association, 
Lansing. 

Dr. William M. Robinson, Director, Department of 
Rural Life and Education, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. 

George Sidwell, Lawyer, 204 Bauch Bldg.; Lansing. 

Mrs. Caroline Thrun, Attorney General’s Depart- 
ment, State Capitol, Lansing. 

SECTIONS 
Adult Education Section 

Chairman: Clover M. Flanders, University of 
Michigan Library, Detroit. 

Vice-Chairman: John Lorenz, State Library, Lan- 
sing 2. 

Secretary-Treasurer: DeLyle P. Runge, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 

Catalog Section 

(Michigan Regional Group of Catalogers) 

President: Lindo Moore, Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Barbara Westby, Public Li- 
brary, Detroit 2. 

Directors: Eleanor Putney, General Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. (1945-1947) 


Frieda Hinrichs, Michigan State College Library, 
East Lansing. (1945-1948) ¥ 


Children’s Section 


Chairman: Alice L. LeFevre, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. 

Vice-Chairman: Richard J. Hurley, Dept. of Ij. 
brary Science, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Frances Whitehead, Public Lj. 
brary, Detroit 2. 


College Libraries Section 


Chairman: Hazel De Meyer, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. 

Secretary: (Chairman-elect) Merrill M. Jones, 
Michigan State College Library, East Lansing, 


County Libraries Section 


Chairman: Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, 
Grand Rapids 9. ; 

Vice-Chairman: Leonora Hass, Iosco County Li- 
brary, Tawas City. 

Secretary: Mrs. Jean Hopson, Gladwin County Li- 
brary, Gladwin. 


Hospital Libraries Section 


Chairman: Ruth C, Dancer, General Hospital 
Branch, Wayne County Library, Detroit 8. 
Secretary: Helen Cooper, Public Library, Flint. 


Junior Members Section 
Chairman: Claxton E. Helms, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 
Vice-Chairman: Elizabeth J. Farrell, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dorothy Rozek, Ingham County 
Library, Mason. 


Reference Section 

Chairman: Mary B. Jeffcoat, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2. 

Secretary: (Chairman-elect) Margaret I. Smith, 
General Library, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. 

School Libraries Section 

Chairman: Esther R. Barth, Monroe High School, 
Monroe. 

Secretary: Leona Hough, Roosevelt High School, 
Wyandotte. 

Secretary-elect: Elizabeth Ann Dawson, Junior 
High School, Muskegon Heights. 


Trustees Section 
Chairman: Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, East Tawas. 
1st Vice-Chairman: Charles Follo, Escanaba. 
2nd Vice-Chairman: Miss Nell Canfield, Ironwood. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Clayton Campbell, Beld- 

ing. 

District Chairmen 
District 1—Mrs. Chester I. Hoffman, South Haven. 
District 2—Mrs. Claire Reck, Manchester. 
District 3—Mrs. Thelma Kramer, Ferndale. 
District +—Mrs. Montgomery Webster, Ionia. 
District 5—Mrs, E.T. Crossman, Williamston. 
District 6—Mr. Jesse Baird, West Branch. 
District 7—Mr. Charles Follo, Escanaba. 





ATTENTION—To all newly appointed Chairmen of Committees and Sections: The dead- 


line for the March issue will be February 1. 


Let the Association know about your plans 


and activities. Please submit all copy typed, doubled spaced and in duplicate. 
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MICHIGAN STATE BOARD FOR 
LIBRARIES 


Chairman: Mrs. George Hunter, St. Johns. 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, 
Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 

Secretary: Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, State Library, Lan- 
sing 13. 

Mrs. Florence Dearing, Cromaire Library, Hart- 
land. 

Joseph W. Planck, Lansing. 

Helen Warner, Willard Library, Battle Creek. 


Michigan Education Association 
Library Sections Chairmen 


Region One: Caroline Husted, Fordson High School, 
~ Dearborn, 
Region Two: Mrs. Vera’ Barkey, Zimmerman 
* Junior High School, Flint. 
Region Three: Dorothy Kraft, Librarian, High 
School, Grand Ledge. 
Region Four: Kathryn Stanford, Librarian, High 
School, Ludington. 
Region Five: No section. 
Region Six: No Section. 
Region Seven: Velda Van Tress, Librarian, Public 
Schools, Sault Ste. Marie. 
Region Eight: Verna Hancock, Librarian, High 
School, Three Rivers. 


Michigan Schoolmasters Club 
Chairman: Mildred Abbott, Farmington. 
ViceeChairman: Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt, McKinley 
Junior High School, Flint. 

Secretary: Doris Milliman, Ypsilanti. 

Special Libraries Association 
Michigan Chapter 

President: Merle L. Manning, Detroit Edison, De- 
troit 26. 

Vice-President: Eleanor V. Wright, Chrysler Corpo- 
ration, Detroit 31. 

Secretary: Mrs. Florence H. Armstrong, Ross Roy, 
Inc., Detroit 7. 

Treasurer: Mildred E. Kumer, General Motors Re- 
search Library, Detroit 2. 


Local Associations and Clubs 
Ann Arbor Library Club 


President: Richard J. Hurley, Dept. of Library 
Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

First Vice-President: Agnes N. Tysse, General 
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Second Vice-President: Homer Chance, Public 
Library, Ann Arbor. 

Secretary: Mrs. Maxine S, Lahti, Law Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Treasurer: Hester M. Hartman, General Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


Grand Rapids Librarians Club 


President: Mary B, Jeffcoat, Public Library, Grand 
_ Rapids 2. 
Secretary: Mary K. Black, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2. 
Treasurer: Lucille Prange, East Grand Rapids High 
School. 


Lansing Library Club 
President: Mrs. Alma Huggins, Public Library, 
East Lansing. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Louise C. Hayes, Michi- 
gan State Library, Lansing. 
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MICHIGAN REPRESENTATION 
American Library Association 
Executive Board 


For term expiring 1951 
Mabel Louise Conat, Public Library, Detroit 2. 


Council 


Ruth Barnes, Public Library, Detroit, Representing 
M.L.A. (1949) 

William Warner Bishop, General Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Past President. 
(Without vote.) 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. (1949) 

G. Flint Purdy, Wayne University Library, Detroit, 
Representing A.C.R.L. (1950) 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit. (Without 
vote. ) 

Eudocia Stratton, Michigan School for the Blind, 
Lansing. Representing M.L.A, (1948) 

Adam Strohm, Wayne County Library (Retired), 
Detroit. Past President. (Without vote.) 
Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit. Past 

President. (Without vote.) 

Marian C. Young, Public Library, Detroit. Repre- 
senting Libraries for Children and Young 
People. (1948) 


Committees, Boards, Divisions and 
Round Tables 


Katherine Ashley, Wayne County Library, Wayne, 
Michigan. Committee on Subscription Books. 
(1948 ) 

William Warner Bishop, General Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, Com- 
mittee on Aid to Libraries in War Areas 
(International Relations Board), Resources of 
American Libraries, (consultant), and Inter- 
national Relations Board (consultant). 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Chairman, 
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws (1949) 

Mabel Louise Conat, Public Library, Detroit 2, 
Michigan. Committee on A.L.A. Archival 
and Library Materials. 

Benjamin Allen Custer, Public Library, Detroit 2, 
Director at Large, Division of Cataloging and 
Classification. 

Dorotha Dawson, Department of School Libraries, 
Board of Education, Detroit, Michigan. Chair- 
man & Editor of the Committee on Basic Book 
Collection for Hivh Schools. (Joint Committee) 

Grace A. England, Public Library, Detroit 26, 
Michigan. Committee on Bibliography. (1949) 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Department of Library 
Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Vice President and President Elect, 
Association of American Library Schools. Spec- 
ial Advisory Joint Committee on Foreign Stud- 
ents in U.S. Library Schools (International Re- 
lations Board), Chairman. 

Elsie Gordon, Public Library, Detroit 2, Michigan. 
Committee on Divisional Relations. (1949) 


Joseph A. Groesbeck, Public Library, Detroit, 
Michigan. Committee on Book Acquisitions. 
(1949) 


Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, West Side Branch, 


Public Library, Grand Rapids 4, Michigan. 
Committee on Chapters (1949). Committee on 
State Relationships (1949), Joint Committee. 
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Mrs. Thekla R. Hodgson, Campbell Branch, Public 
Library, Detroit, Representative, on the Board 
of Directors of the Public Library Division, of 
Branch Librarians Section, Public Library 
Division. 


Walter Herbert Kaiser, Wayne County Public Li- 
brary Board, Detroit 25, Michigan. Committee 
on Library Legislation (1949). Committee on 
Library Administration. (1948) 


Hanna Elsa Krueger, Wayne County Public Li- 
brary, Detroit, 25, Steering Committee member, 
Staff Organization Round Table. 


Irving Lieberman, State Library, Lansing, 13, Michi- 
gan. Joint Committee on Rural Sociological 
Society and A.L.A. Chairman for A.L.A. 
group. Committee on Library Extension Board. 
(1952) 

H, P. Lindsay, Carnegie Public Library, Escanaba, 
Member of Board of Directors, Trustees Di- 
vision. 

Charies M. Mohrhardt, Public Library, Detroit 2, 
Michigan. Committee on Library Equipment 
and Appliances. 

Eliot Kurtz Myers, Public Library, Detroit 2, Michi- 
gan. Committee on Audio-Visual. (1948) 


Alta M. Parks, Ingham County Library, Mason 
Michigan, Director, Library Extension Division, 

G. Flint Purdy, Wayne University Library, Detroit 
1, Michigan. Committee on Statistics, Chair. 
man. 

Louise F. Rees, School Library, consultant State 
Library, Lansing 13, Michigan, treasurer, Dj- 
vision of Libraries for Children and Youne 
People. c 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit 2, Michigan, 
Adult Education Board (1949), Chairman, 
Committee on A.L.A. Activities. 

Louise Singley, Public Library, Kalamazoo, Dj- 
ector, Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People. 

Mrs. Elleine H. Stones, Public Library, Burton 
Historical Collection, Detroit 2, Michigan. Com- 
mittee on Archives and Libraries. 

Eudocia Stratton, Michigan School for the Blind 
Lansing, Michigan. Committee on _ Library 
Legislation (1949), Chairman. 

Ralph <A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit 2, 
Michigan. Chairman, Committee on Nominat- 
ing; Committee on International Relations 
Board. (1951) 

Marian C. Young, Public Library, Detroit 2. Coun- 
cilor, Children’s Library Association. 





First General Session: 





1948 CONFERENCE 
MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


DETROIT 
October 7, 8, 9, 1948 


Headquarters: Statler Hotel. 
Registration begins at noon on Thursday, October 7. 
Thursday evening. 








TRY HUNTTING’S 


COMPLETE LIBRARY SERVICE 





We are in a position to fill all 


For books subject to hard usage, 


orders, promptly and carefully 
We will supply any book — of any publisher 


in any binding — 


however, we especially recommend 


HUNTTING’S LIBRARY BUCKRAM BINDINGS 


Liberal Discounts On All Trade Books 


THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 
ANY BOOK — 


Library Specialists 
OF ANY PUBLISHER — 


Springfield 5, Mass. 
IN ANY BINDING 





IN MICHIGAN, 24 PER CENT OF THE STATE’S POPULATION IS WITHOUT PUBLIC 
LIBRARY SERVICE, RANKING 11TH IN THE NATION. 
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GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION LIBRARY 
Kalamazoo Public Library 


That the Kalamazoo Public Library had 
a Great Books Discussion Group in 1947, 
and that it flourished was due largely tc 
the enthusiasm and perseverance of one 
man. A young scientist from a local phar- 
maceutical company had become greatly 
interested in the movement as instigated 
by the University of Chicago and feeling 
that he had missed out on a great many 
things in college due to his very special- 
ized courses, thought that here was a so- 
lution. Of course, he could read all the 
the books by himself but he wanted to 
talk them over with others, to discuss the 
ideas contained in them and their impli- 
cations for present day conditions. 

Some of us on the library staff had long 
been anxious to organize discussion 
groups. At that time we had no Com- 
munity Group Counsellor and it meant 
much extra-curricular work for the few of 
us who were interested. But even if we 
had not been willing, I think we would 
have been forced into it by ihe group ask- 
ing for its organization, their demands 
and enthusiasm could not be denied. 

Our discussion group was distinctly 
home-grown. No one had had the benefit 
of leadership training but we struggled 
on. Mr. Otto Yntema and Mr. Donald Do- 
lan of the Adult Education Office at West- 
em Michigan College lent their aid, but 
where their aim in directing a group was 
to get the people to talk, often ours was 
how to tactfully and courteously persuade 
them to stop. However. the two meetings 
with them and Mr. Dolan’s observation 
of one discussion evening gave confi- 
dence and direction to our leaders. These 
leaders varied, not the same two each 
time, any member of the group who could 
and would got his chance. 

The first meeting in the fall of 1946 had 
been called merely a discussion of the 
book Origin of Species, to which the gen- 
eral public was invited and which Mr. 
Greiner (the enthusiast) had agreed to di- 
rect. Following this we compiled a mailing 
list of those who had signified their in- 
terest in a Great Books group, added to it 
hames of persons we thought might be in- 
terested and sent a statement of intent to 
each prospect. 


December, 1947 


After the first of the year we sailed into 
it with a group varying in number from 
eighteen to thirty. Due to the difficulty of 
obiaining copies of the books we did 
not follow the Chicago first list exactly— 
a mistake which we are correcting this 
year. One member suggested we call it 
AVAILABLE Books Discussion Group 
which was really most fitting. However 
it served to demonstarte the need for its 
continuance and this year not only the 
first group is flourishing but a second one 
has been set up. 

Space is a great problem with us but 
we put tables together in the lecture room 
of the Academy of Medicine whose quar- 
ters are in our main building and fixed it 
so we all can sit around it even though it 
gets crowded at times. 

When I asked one of the men what 
could be said to other librarians who 
might wish to venture into this field he 
said, ‘Tell them how comfortable you 
made us, plenty of ash trays, the coffee 
and cookies at nine o’clock-—-you made 
us feel so welcome.” Evidently we did be- 
cause everyone seemed loathe to leave 
at ten o'clock and small groups would 
form about the room and even out on the 
steps and the walk in front of the building 
a‘ter we had locked up. 

Who made up this group? It was as 
varied as we had hoped it would be— 
chemists, bacteriologists, teachers, house- 
wives (and not just those who “came 
along’) a psychiatrist, a minister, sales- 
men business men, a rabbi, a special li- 
brarian, a bookkeeper, secretaries, a ma- 
chine operator, a labor union organizer, a 
statistician, etc. The only requirement was 
that you had read the book and wanted 
to talk about it. 

So in spite of the fact that our leaders 
could not have the benefit of the formal 
course in leadership training and perhaps 
our discussions would not measure up to 
Chicago's standards we are not sorry we 
went ahead with it. All concerned felt 
they had gained something from those 
evenings and certainly that is the ulti- 
mate aim. 

Lois M. Ingling 
Public Library, Kalamazoo 
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HISTORY COMES ALIVE IN OUR TOWN 


BY HELEN FERRIS, Editor-in-chief, Junior Literary Guild. 


I shall give you here an account of the 
way in which this plan developed in our 
Town of North Salem, in northern West- 
chester County, New York. But what we 
did is a way-sign only. Adapting the 
idea to your own community and its po- 
tentialities may be readily achieved. 


We are a rural town, with four scattered 
villages. And our schools are central- 
ized with the boys and girls coming in by 
bus each school day. It was in the 
seventh-grade social studies class, in our 
Central High School, that in 1942-1943 the 
assignment included a study of local his- 
tory. For this work, the pupils first con- 
sulted published histories of Westchester 
County and there gained a background 
of general facts. But very quickly our 
teacher of social studies realized that the 
stories tcld by the descendants of our 
town's pioneers who live in North Salem— 
some of whom still occupy the old family 
homesteads—were a treasure trove for the 
class assignment. 


Delegations of students therefore began 
going out from the seventh grade to visit 
these older neighbors and gather up tra- 
ditional family stories. Back to their class- 
room they went with their notes, each 
group sharing its gleanings with the en- 
tire class. Every student kept his own 
““work-book”, in each of which’ all the 
stories were written down. 


History became a personal matter to 
them. Accounts of the crude shelters 
erected by the first white men who came 
to our neighborhood, of the first roads 
and schools and churches were composed 
with prideful realization that little of it was 
to be found in any printed book. And 
our circus! An old man, over the hills 
from the school told an enrapt audience 
about the circus company which was or- 
ganized among our citizens, a circus that 
was one of the first to go on tour in this 
country. 

“Down in this very cellar was where 
the circus monkeys lived one winter,’ he 
explained. “The stockholders of the cir- 
cus used to divide up the animals in order 
to look after them during the winter, you 
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see. Well, when I was a kid, | used to 
leave home early in the morning so that 
I could visit the monkeys on my way to 
school.” 


Supplementing such interviews, our prin- 
cipal, an amateur photographer of excell- 
ence, took out groups of the students for 
the purpose of making snapshots of out 
standing historical landmarks. And the 
boys and girls were happy to have prints 
of these pictures in the growing work- 
books. 


. Shortly after the first stories had been 
collected and recorded, a neighbor who is 
an editor of books for boys and girls 
chanced to visit the class. The order of 
the day called for the relating of high 
lights in the research, much to the visitor's 
delight. Looking over what had already 
been written down in the workbooks, this 
editor realized that what the seventh 
grade were so zestfully gathering was 
something everyone in town would enjoy 
reading. She therefore suggested that the 
class work ioward the publication of a 
printed booklet in which the best account 
on each topic would be included. The 
suggestion was received with enthusiasm 
in the school itself and among the older 
citizens of North Salem as well. 


Practical considerations were laid be 
fort the Seventh Graders from the first. 
Even a small booklet, with wartime paper 
and printing costs, might be too expens- 
ive. If snapshots were reproduced of the 
old milestories on the post roads, of the 
Great Boulder—our town's outstanding 
geologic curiosity —of the historic old 
homes, of our hermit’s cave, and the rest, 
the cost of publication would be still great- 
er. Discussion was lively as to the price 
that could be charged for such a booklet, 
with an exploratory survey resulting in the 
report, “If it's good, we can sell it at fifty 
cents a copy, though thirty-five cents 
would be better. But everybody says to 
do it.” . 

The first printer approached with the 
plan was so enthusiastic and so interested 
that we went no further. In fact, when 
this printer of ours saw the boys’ and girls’ 
stories, he reduced his costs well below 
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the first estimate, which had been most 
reasonable. So, too, with the engraver. 
He wished to give our boys and girls as 
many of their pictures as possible, by way 
of illustration. It was an enthusiasm and 
practical cooperation that I believe will be 
found in any community. 


We called this booklet of ours, "When 
Our Town was Young.” In its eighty- 
four pages were twenty-five stories of our 
local history, ‘Stories of North Salem's 
Yesterday, collected and written by boys 
and giris of today,"’ together with twenty- 
one snapshot illustrations and seven re- 
productions of pictures lent us of old North 
Salem one-room schools. Some of the 
background material in the booklet was 
written from perusal of published histories 
of Westchester County and. the bulletins 
of the Westchester County Historical So- 
ciety. But far more came directly from 
source material. Interesting questions’ 
arose during this research. Ought stories 
to be included for which there could be no 
authentication? This led to a discussion 
of the difference between factual history 
and traditional lore. The authors decided 
to include it all but to be frank with their 
readers about the lore! j 


Publicity for the approaching publica- 
tion of the booklet was easily come by. 
By this time, word had spread throughout 
our town about what the boys and girls 
were doing. Our local papers carried fre- 
quent word of progress. At the Central 
High School, an assembly program pre- 
sented a cast who in costume, gave inci- 
dents in the town history. The audience 
was quite gleeful when the circus clown 
turned one too many cartwheels and went 
flying down into the aisle below! 


When the galley proof was ready, the 
Seventh Graders read it, and worked over 
the placement of the pictures in the dum- 
my. And with trepication, they and their 
teacher, the principal and the editor plac- 


ed an order for five hundred copies of the 
booklet. The trepidation stemmed from 
the fact that the population of our rural 
town is only around eleven hundred. It 
was a trepidation that was groundless. 
With the boys and girls acting as sales- 
men, the five hundred copies were quickly 
sold, with a net profit for the school li- 
brary. 


December, 1947 





When the question of reprinting came 
up, our War Council's Christmas package 
plan for our young men in the service was 
the deciding factor in the decision to do it. 
A reprint edition was ordered and a copy 
of our booklet was included in each of the 
Council's Christmas gift packages. Of the 
many letters written to us about our pro- 
ject none were more cherished than those 
from our own young men. 

We were to have a future in the project, 
it seemed. No-sooner was the booklet 
issued than more and more stories began 
to come in. Our boys and girls and our 
older citizens could not possibly stop now. 
So it was that the Seventh Grade of the 
following school year took up the plan 
where the class of 1942-1943 had left off, 
with special attention to the gathering of 
background material @nd_ stories not 
touched upon in the booklet. The Indians 
of North Salem merited further considera- 
tion, this Seventh Grade felt, and in the 
course of that part of the study, the Mu- 
seum of the American Indian in New 
York City was visited, in order to dis- 
cover accurately (we had our minds on 
accuracy hy now!) the tribe to which our 
North Salem Indians really had belonged 
and to learn their ways. Our older citi- 
zens as well as our boys and girls were 
interested that most of us had been cail- 
ing our local tribe by an incorrect name. 
We know better now! Then in a yellow 
old newspaper, lent to the class by one of 
the citizens, whose father and grandfather 
had cherished it before him, our students 
found a local Indian legend which fasci- 
nated them. 


This Seventh Grade of 1943-44 decided 
not to attempt the publication of a printed 
booklet. Instead, their stories were multi- 
graphed on the school’s machine. The 
new snapshots that had been taken were 
printed inexpensively for pasting in the 
spaces left blank in each set of the multi- 
graphed sheets. And the classroom was 
the scene of arduous activity when the 
pages were assembled for their blue paper 
binding, and when the pictures were past- 
ed in. The cost of this multigraphed book- 
let was met in various ways. 


Still enthusiasm did not wane. More 
stories continued to come forth from the 
reservoir of memory; more records and 
heirlooms came down from attics. And 
from many quarters, the request came with 
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increasing insistence, ‘Why don't we pub- 
lish all the stories, in a real book?” 

A real book! It was an ambitious 
thought, and one before whose costs the 
neighbor-editor frankly quailed. But she 
reckoned without the North Salem Board of 
Education. In a unanimous vote that ex- 
pressed full confidence in the ability of 
North Salem citizens of all ages to swing 
such a project, they gave the Seventh 
Graders their official sponsorship. With 
that vote was extended the fortifying as- 
surance of one of their number that in 
case of ultimate financial need, he would 
personally stand back of the bills. No 
public funds were to be enlisted. The 
publication was to be a self-supporting 
community project. 

Our Board of Education then directed 
that an estimate be obtained on a two- 
hundred-page book. Again, printer and 
engraver cooperated—the same firms who 
had been so kind in the past and whose 
interest was still keen for what our boys 
and girls were doing. And the die was 
cast. We would do our book, printing 
one thousand copies. 

With those two hundred pages for focus, 
our social studies teacher, our principal 
and the neighbor-editor worked out a com- 
prehensive outline of the various phases 
of cur town’s early life which should be 
the basis of the chapters. Those decided 
upon were: The founding of North Salem; 
Among our pioneers; The Indians our first 
settlers found; Early life in North Salem; 
North Salem in the American Révolution; 
Our first churches; Post roads and rail- 
roads; Early farms and industries; The de- 
velopment of our schools; Our circus; Twe 
quaint characters; North Salem men of 
achievement. 

Delegations of the students went out 
with special assignments. One such as- 
signment was to find out more in detail 
about the day-to-day life of our pioneers. 
A visit to two old homes, where old furni- 
ture utensils and much else are still to be 
seen, resulted in one of the most interest- 
ing chapters in the book. 

As further material was collected, the 
two hundred pages projected began to 
seem inadequate, indeed. But we held to 
them and in the end were able to include 


three historical automobile tours of North 
Salem, carefully clocked by our principal, 
looking to the days of peace, now happily 
here. 

When everything desired for the book's 
contents was at hand, it was given to the 
neighbor-editor who organized it under 
the various chapter divisions. It was con 
sidered important that the students realize 
clearly just what such editing involves and 
the reason for altering their exact word- 
ing, upon occasion, in order to bring about 
logical sequence for the entire book. The 
boys and girls were much interested in 
this progress, as well as in the design for 
the book. The designing was supervised 
by the book designers in two of New York 
City’s publishing houses, friends of the 
neighbor-editor. But the various stages 
of this designing, as well as certain neces- 
sary decisions, were laid before the stud- 
ents, the Board of Education and other in- 
terested older citizens. The finished book, 
with the same title as our booklet, ‘‘When 
Our Town Was Young”, made its bow on 
Commencement night amid great excite- 
ment. And its subsequent sale, at two 
dollars a copy, has proceeded excellently. 
At this writing, we have almost covered 
our publishing costs with the sale of the 
book and benefit plans described. 


Such, then is the general plan of the 
project which has brought so much to us 
of North Salem. It developed gradually, 
in our own rural setting. But the basic 
essentials can readily be adapted to any 
community. Two aspects of our activity 
emerge as of outstanding importance. 
First, the fact that adults and boys and 
girls worked together upon it. One emi- 
nent educator, writing about our book, 
spoke of the difficulty in finding commun- 
ity projects that do this very thing and of 
the consequent desirability of this plan. 
The second important aspect lay, we feel, 
in the collecting of source material on the 
history of our town. Not only was there a 
special thrill to our boys and girls in gath- 
ering traditional family stories, there was 
authenic historical usefulness in their do- 
ing so. They called themselves “‘histori- 
cal explorers and detectives” and found 
genuine excitement in following a lead to 
its conclusion. 





(Excerpts from an article by Miss Ferris in PARENTS MAGAZINE, March, 1946, which formed the basis 
of her talk before the M.L.A. conference at Blaney Park.) 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LIBRARY 
SCHOOL 
Several scholarships and assistantships 
will be available for graduate students in 
Library Science at the University of Illinois 
for the academic year 1948-49. Candi- 
dates must hold a bachelor’s degree from 
an accredited college and a degree or 
certificate for the first year of professional 
study in librarianship from an accredited 
library school. Applications should be ad- 
dressed to R.B. Downs, Director, University 
of Illinois Library School, Urbana Illinois. 
The Katharine L. Sharp Scholarship, 
maintained from the income of an endow- 
ment fund established by the Library 
School Alumni Association, provides a 
stipend of $300 for the year and exemption 
from tuition fees. Application for this 
scholarship should be filed no later than 
April 1, 1948. Announcement of the award 

will be made on May 1. 

GRADUATE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS. 
The Board of Trustees has established a 
number of scholarships which are open to 
candidates for the M.S. degree who are 
not over thirty years of age when the ap- 
pointment is to be made. Graduate stud- 
ents in the Library School may apply for 
these scholarships which carry stipends 
of $500 and exemption from payments of 
the usual tuition fees. Applications for 
these scholarships must be on file before 
February 15, 1948. 

ASSISTANTSHIPS in various depart- 
ments of the University Library and in 
some departmental libraries will also be 
available to graduate students. These 
provide opportunities for experience in 
fields of university librarianship as well 
as in special library fields. The stipend 
for half-time assistantship will be $1200 
for eleven months and requires 20 hours 
weekly service. A few three-fourths time 
assistantships may be available; they 
carry a stipend of $1800 and require 30 
hours weekly service. Assistantships pro- 
vide exemption from tuition fees. The 
length of time required by a student carry- 
ing a part-time position to complete the re- 
quirements for the M.S. degree varies with 
the individual, but it usually does not ex- 
ceed two years. 

Applications for scholarships should be 
filed as soon as possible but applications 
for assistantships will be accepted until 
July 1, 1948, 


December, 1947 


RETIRED 
Mrs. Irene Chase Lindquist, head of the 
circulation department of the Hackley 
Public Library, Muskegon, retired on Dec- 
ember lst after 34 years of service. 

Back in 1913 she began her library 
career at the main charging desk, when 
Miss Lulu Miller was librarian. After 
Harold Wheeler took charge, the library 
embarked on an extension program and 
established branch libraries in the Jackson 
Hill district, Lakeside and Muskegon 
Heights. Mrs. Lindquist worked part time 
at the Lakeside branch, but so far as she 
can remember her schedule has always 
included Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
nights at the main library. When Mrs. 
Jessie C. Moon resigned as Head of the 
circulation department on December l, 
1936, Mrs. Lindquist was promoted to that 
position. 

Although born in Cincinnati, Ohio, she 
has spent virtually all of her years in 
Muskegon. 

Aside from keeping up the old family 
home on Lake Shore Drive and visiting 
the library as a patron and enjoying some 
of the books she had not taken time to 
read, she has made no further plans. 
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SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 


Kalamazoo Public Library 


The week of October 12-18 was a gala 
one in Kalamazoo. The Friends of the Li- 
brary helped put over a fine celebration 
of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Kalamazoo Public Library. The local news- 
paper gave much space for history, pic- 
tures and a full page advertisement, the 
gift of leading business firms and the 
local colleges. Every weekly or monthly 
publication in the city had some mention 
of the event in their columns. The local 
radio station WKZO gave three programs 
during the week on library history. Four 
fine window displays were featured in the 
business district. 


Between 800 and 900 people attended 


the free travel film program on the even- 
ing of October 14. 


A delightful occasion was the banquet 
and program on the evening of October 
16. There were 220 leading citizens pres- 
ent. The Mayor, the State Representa- 
tive, the colleges, the luncheon clubs, the 
State Library, the Ministerial Alliance and 
tried-and-true library friends were repre- 


sented in the group which attended. 

To Mrs. Robert Beisel, chairman of the 
Friends of the Library, and her co-workers, 
and to Miss Eleanor Ricker, in charge of 
the library’s Public Relations work, and 


other staff members go much credit for the 
successful outcome of the plans made. 

Robert J. Blakely, of the editorial staff of 
the Des Moines Register, again inspired 
a library audience with his vital message 
at the banquet. 


As stated in one of the local news 
papers: “Kalamazoo’s public library has 
an unbroken record of 75 years of service 
to this community. So broad has the in. 
fluence of the library become that there is 
scarcely a man, woman or child in the 
community whose life is not in some way 
touched and benefited by this institution,” 

The Kalamazoo Gazette recalls: ‘’In the 
75 years of its service to the community, 
the public library has been directed by 
only four librarians. The average length 
of service of these four women is an amaz- 
ing 19 years. 

In 1872 the board hired Miss Jennie Wol- 
cott, later Mrs. J. A. Kent, to serve as the 
first librarian of the public library. Her 
salary was a munificent $100 a year. In 
1875 Miss Wolcott resigned her post. 

Miss Isabella Roberts succeeded Miss 
Wolcott. During a tryout period of three 
months, Miss Roberts received $50 salary 
while receipts from fines netted the library 
$56.92. So her salary really cost the 
young library nothing. Miss Roberts’ 
salary was later set at $250 per annum. 
Prices were on the way up even then. 

To Miss Roberts goes the record for the 
longest continuous service as librarian, 43 
years, from 1875 to 1918. 

In 1918 Miss Flora B. Roberts, no rela- 
tion to Miss Isabella, became director of 
the library. She served 24 years from 
1918 to 1942. 

The present librarian, Miss Jeanne Grit 
fin, joined the staff in 1918 and became 
head librarian upon the resignation of 
Miss Roberts in 1942”. 


MILESTONES IN 75 YEARS OF PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRESS IN KALAMAZOO 


1860—Gift of 124 books forms nucleus of first library. 

1872—Jennie Wolcott hired as first librarian as institution is opened to public. 
1875—Miss Isabella Roberts named librarian. 

1893—Library moves to present location. 

1910—First branch libraries opened in Portage and East Avenue schools. 
1918—Miss Flora Roberts becomes librarian. 

1927—-Art department and museum moved to library house. 

1937—Friends of Library organized. Sponsored by AAUW. 

1942—-Miss Jeanne Griffin appointed librarian. 


1943—Visual Aid equipment purchased. 


1946—Alexis A. Praus appointed director of museum. 
1947—Library celebrates 75th anniversary. Now has 148,000 books. 
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JUNIORS’ | 


HIGH 
CHAIR 


By 
De Lyle Runge 


The Time: 2:00-3:15 p. m. 

The Date: Thursday, September 18, 1947. 

The Place: Blaney Park MLA Conven- 
tion. 

Yes, the Juniors were in evidence at 
Blaney Park—even to the extent of pre- 
cipitating a program time schedule 
change. Most of this page will be devot- 
ed to a brief resume of the Junior Members 
Section meeting. 

First, let's introduce our new officers for 
1947-48. Prior to the convention, mail bal- 
lots went out to all members. The election 
results, announced at Blaney Park, read: 

Chairman: Claxton Helms, Grand Ra- 
pids Public Library. 

Vice-Chairman: Betty Farrell, Grand 
Rapids Public Library. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Dorothy Rozek, 
Ingham County Library, Mason. 

The mail ballot returns had resulted in 
a tie vote between Betty Farrell and Louise 
Rice for the vice-chairman, so a vote was 
taken at the meeting to break the tie. The 
“break” was in Betty Farrell's favor. 

Next, let's look at the membership re- 
port. Detroit reported 34 Junior Members; 
Lansing, 16; and Grand Rapids, 11. Of 
course, those figures are now over a 
month old and in line with everything 
else ought to be inflated somewhat larger 
now. 

In as much as we are well into the busi- 
ness part of the meeting. it is time to tell 
that the section meeting was chairmaned 
—and ably so—by Jessie Mae Sanderson. 

Reports, presented at the meeting, cover- 
ing the past accomplishments and the fu- 
ture plans of the Juniors may be digested 
as follows: 


1. Each group was encouraged to get 


more members this year. 
The announced picture project will 
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be continued. All entries are to be mailed 
to Claxton Helms, newly : elected state 
chairman. 


3. During the past year, a news letter 
to all Junior Members was inaugurated. 

4. Plans for a directory of Michigan 
authors have been discontinued. 

5. The Junior Members Section will go 
ahead wtih the plans for the Michigan 
Directory of Librarians for this year. 

Jessie Mae gave a brief report of her 
trip to Washington where she attended 
ihe Assembly of Librarians last June as a 
Junior Members representative. 

After the business matters were proper- 
ly discussed, the Section’s guest speaker, 
Alice Le Fevre, Western Michigan College 
of Education, was introduced. Miss Le 
Fevre addressed the group on the chal- 
lenging subject ‘The Importance of Re- 
cruiting and the Michigan Recruiting Pro- 
gram.’ To the Junior Members present 
she suggested the following recruiting 
stimulants: personal contact with promis- 
ing young people, scholarships, meeting 
with school counselors to acquaint them 
with the opportunities found in the profes- 
sion, printed articles publicizing the pro- 
fession and student visits to public and 
school libraries. 


Michigan Junior Members will be inter- 
ested in hearing that our state chairman, 
Claxton Helms, has been designated the 
chairman of the Junior Members Round 
Table of ALA. A personal note, too, about 
Clax. On Armistice Day he became the 
proud father of a son, Hugh Grant. 

There will be a Junior Members Round 
Table section meeting during the midwin- 
ter ALA Conference at Chicago. 

As a local library project, the Grand 
Rapids Junior Members are conducting a 
community survey to determine sentiment 
about the establishment of a public library 
branch in the South East part of Grand 
Rapids. 

The only pictures received by Claxton 
Helms to date for publicity and recruiting 
purposes were received from Jessie Mae 
Sanderson. Clax is interested in getting 
more pictures from other Junior Members. 
Be sure and identify the persons appear- 
ing on each picture. 
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By Alta Parks 


When a Library can compete with 
hunting, and come out the winner it's 
news! Dena Babcock came down to visit 
Ingham, Van Buren, and Branch County 
libraries this past month with four citizens 
of her area. They were a sub-committee 
of the school-community project sponsored 
by the Kellogg Foundation. Miss Babcock 
writes—I was told today that a friend of 
Mr. Melchoir (one of the visitors) tried to 
talk to him about a hunting trip that had 
been planned for next week, and the 
friend said, "I tried to talk about hunting 
but he was so full of the trip to the Lower 
Peninsula that he wouldn't talk about 
anything but libraries.” 


On an envelope in our box for returned 
books we found—.06 rental for ‘Too Many 
Women”, 


The Growing Child is the theme of the 
second series of Mothers’ Programs at the 
Lansing Public Library. This is a series of 
five meetings for mothers of pre-school 
and elementary school children, at which 
speakers on such subjects as health, 
speech defects, and food budgets are pre- 
sented. 


Wayne County Library in its commenis 
on How Can Service be Improved, says, 
among other things—'’The book you want 
is out’’ is too often told the public. ore 
books are needed to meet reasonable 
public demands .. . "Free’’ quarters be- 
come extravagant if they are inaccessible 
to the public. 


Saturday, November 1, was a "red let 
ter’ day for the Van Buren County Library 
and the people of Lawrence Township 
and Village. It was Open House for the 
new quarters in the Lawrence Town Hall. 
Mrs. Judith Steepleton is the librarian. 


A ceiling projector, gift of the Lansing 
High-Twelve, a Masonic order, has arriv- 
ed and been displayed by the Lansing 
Public Library in a local camera shop. 
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Another Southern accent is heard in 
the Grand Rapids Public Library. June 
Wells of Rocky Mount, N. C., has joined 
the staff as assistant in the Circulation 
Department. June is a graduate of the 
library school at Emory University, Atlan- 
ta Ga., and was librarian at the Veterans 
Administration hospital, Swannanoa, N. 
C. 

Mrs. Dorothy Hagerman is wearing a 
relieved expression these days. Margaret 
Ann Walters of Canton, Ohio, the newly 
appointed assistant at the West Side 
Branch library, is the cause of it all. Miss 
Walters, who was graduated last August 
from the library school of Columbia Uni- 
versity, came to Grand Rapids November 








DOUBLEDAY AND CO., INC. 


INSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT 
GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 


Our Garden City publications are 
especially economical. Do you 
have the new catalog? 


Wm. H. Smith, District Manager 
727 West Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
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We liked a request we received from 
one of the station libraries. 


Wanted—Old Jules (not sure of title)— 
it's the story of a mean old man. 


Speaking of finding friends in books! 
With the idea that her brother might enjoy 
"Skinny Angel’’, Mrs. Nina Todd, branch 
librarian at Belleville, loaned it to Fred C. 
Fischer. He identified the ‘father’ in the 
story as a school man he had once known 
and wrote to the author for verification. 
Sure enough, ‘twas so. Thelma Jones had 
woven her story around her parents’ lives. 


Window displays serve more than one 
purpose, Mrs. Minnie Cribbs of the Gratiot 
Township Branch of the Wayne County 
Library found. A display on racial toler- 
ance. featuring photographs of American 
personages with autographed quotations 
on the subject, attracted two teen-age girls. 
They borrowed pencil and paper from the 
librarian who was pleased to have them 
show such interest. Returning the pencils 
they showed their colors. They had cop- 
ied only the autographs which were later 
to be traced onto their baboushkas. 


Visiting Day and then some more seems 
to have been the order of the day among 
County librarians. Van Buren folks, sev- 
enteen strong, converted their October staff 
meeting into a visit to the State Library 
where they were shown about the build- 
ing. Martha Schoenberger and Melba 
Pearson visited the Grand Rapids Library 
Club held in the Kent County headquar- 
ters. It was old home day for Martha 
who used to work at Kent Co. Dorothy 
Hiatt from Macomb was there too. Branch 
Co. has been having visitors too. Robert 
Orr may be chuckling over getting his 
bookmobile (in 90 days) but he may wish 
he didn't have to make so many guided 
tours. It was Open House for Branch 
County on October 20. Early in Novem- 
ber Louise Kellenberger and Alta Parks 
from Ingham Co. visited and had a pre- 
view of their own bookmobile to arrive in 
late November. (We have the motor num- 
ber and know it is on the assembly line, 
so are expecting to be very thankful on 
Nov. 27). We want to report that Mrs. 
Weiler, who operates the Branch Co. 
bookmobile is a good cook, besides being 
a librarian, for lunch was served aboard. 
It's a Ford Vanette, 1 ton truck, holds 
about 1200 books, and cost approximately 
$3000 complete. 
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REVERBERATIONS FROM BLANEY 


Edgar Johnson of the University of 
Michigan staff has a nice tenor for ballad 
singing. We understand he rivals Dr. 
Hugh Gibson of Michigan State who gain- 
ed quite a reputation at the County Librar- 
ians’ Workshop last summer. 

Clever use of that ‘‘gromykoed’’, Gladys 
Fowle, even if it is supposed to be bad. 

Don Yntema says that after a long dis- 
cussion people get dead in the seat! 

“Lars'’ Cameron of Escanaba set the 
key for the Trustees banquet at Blaney 
with his whistle, but County folks will re- 
member him for his dancing of Bumpsa 
Daisy. Judge Miller proved he knew how, 
too. 

Maud Grill has an old tweed coat she’s 
been trying to get rid of for some time. 
She left it at Escanaba, but it trailed her 
to Blaney. She left it at Blaney, but we 
took her back for it. Maud's coming along 
nicely after her argument with a railroad 
switch engine. She lost the argument, 
but is to get a new car out of the deal. 
What some people will dol 

The State Library Staff may have had 
the palatial suite at Escanaba, but it had 
its uos and downs too. Ask them about 
the floor. 

Coffee in mid-morning session was a 
nice innovation. 

Overcrowding for a reference meeting 
is something. Congratulations! The work 
with Unions was particularly of interest. 








Personals— 

Who says library work shouldn't pay 
Irma Thompson, Lansing Public, just came 
up with a new Ford. 

Who says library work shouldn't pay 
more, says Ken Knight, also of Lansing 
Public? Ken just came up with a baby 
girl, Kathy Lynn, and has to buy a new 
house so his family can join him. 

Louise Rees, Schools Consultant at the 
State Library, is now Treasurer of the A. 
L. A. Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People. It's a three year term. Is 
it congratulations or condolences, Louise? 
Eudocia Stratton formerly in charge of 
State Aid, has moved over to the School 
for the Blind as librarian. 

We do so know how to spell Dorothy 
Rozek’s name. She began work at Ing- 
ham County on Dec. | as library assistant 
in charge of children’s work. 
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“CHRISTMAS BELLS” 


I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet 
The words repeat, 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 


And thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along 

The unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 


Till, ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, 
A chant sublime 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 


And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 
For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


Then pealed the bells more loud and ‘deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep! 

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


—H. W. Longfellow 











